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Information Release: Major Interoperability Pilot Program Established.

Progress towards improved systems interoperability in the Australian schools sector has received a significant boost with the commencement of a national interoperability pilot program. The Program which is funded under the Australian Government’s Digital Education Revolution initiative involves state education authorities from South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia as well as the Victorian Catholic Education Office. 

The program focuses on solving common problems faced by education authorities in accessing and managing information across the many software packages now used in  schools and delivering learning using the Systems Interoperability Framework (SIF).

The program is being supported by Australian software vendors Human Edge, VIPTone, Insight4, The Learning Edge and RM Asia Pacific as well as established international SIF product providers Edustructures, Visual Software and the CPSI/RM partnership. Key roles are also being played by Ministerial Companies education.au and the Curriculum Corporation  in supporting this digital education initiative.

The Pilot Projects are collectively building eight agents for interoperability using three zone servers based on the Australian version of the SIF and developing an online Knowledge Base for to assist sharing and collaboration. Additionally a load and robustness test of SIF infrastructure will be undertaken along with an analysis of the Australian Data Model.

The wide range of participants and systems makes this the largest interoperability project ever undertaken in the schools sector in Australia. 

The Pilot Program includes:

· Pilot 1.1: Transfer of Student Details (TAS)

· Pilot 1.2: Real Time Student Data Exchange (WA)

· Pilot 1.3: SIF Specification Confirmation (SIF AU)

· Pilot 2: Enterprise Scale Testing (SIF AU & WA);

· Pilot 3: Administration Data Exchange (SA);

· Pilot 4: Census & Reporting (CEO Vic);

· Pilot 5: National Systems Interoperability  Service (NSIS)

This Pilot Program will solve practical ICT interoperability challenges and measure the success of these solutions. Each of the individual Pilot Projects is solving a problem or lowering a barrier to use of ICT in education. For example, Pilot 1.2 Real Time Student Data Exchange (WA) is the secure integration of the Student information into an online teacher environment allowing for online classrooms to be automatically set up and relevant content displayed to students. 

The Pilot Program is implementing a collaborative and inclusive project management style to assist jurisdictions and vendors to leverage off one another and share learning and technology to reduce duplication and increase capability. Its significance is enhanced through the method of management with each of the Jurisdictions contributing “in kind” support, as are vendors. Federal funding is being used to lower technology barriers and provide project support leading to  an effective use though sharing resources. 

The findings of the Pilot Program will be used to inform a business case for the establishment of national approach to systems interoperability for schools and systems. The Program is utilising SIF because it is an open standard with a track record of success in enabling integration of diverse systems used in the school sector worldwide. Materials derived from the program will be made publicly available. 

The SIF AU Pilot Program is being managed by a team based in the Chief Information Officer’s Division of the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.

About SIF-AU

State education CIO's have funded the development of the “Towards SIF-AU” project to establish a national approach to systems interoperability for the Australian for the Australian schools sector.  The initiative is supported by the Australian Government through its Digital Education Revolution program.  

The project is overseen by an Interim Board comprised of CIOs from state and commonwealth education departments, as well as cross-sectoral representatives from the non-government school sectors and the Australian Government. The project involves a vendor engagement program involving local and international companies.

The Interim Board is developing recommendations for on-going operation and governance of SIF in Australia, including representation from software vendors.

Information about SIF-AU can be found at http://au.sifassociation.org
